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Your Eminence,
Dear Brothers in the Episcopate,

I receive you with great joy, Pastors of the Catholic Church in Vietnam. Our meeting acquires
special significance during these days when the whole Church is celebrating the Solemnity of the
Apostles Peter and Paul, and it is a great comfort to me for I know the deep links of fidelity and
love that the faithful of your country feel for the Church and for the Pope.

You have come to the tombs of these two Princes of the Apostles to express your communion with
the Successor of Peter and to reinforce the unity that must always unite you and that must
continue to grow. I thank Bishop Pierre Nguyên Vãn Nhon, Bishop of Ðà Lat, for his kind words on
your behalf. Allow me to greet in particular the Bishops who have been appointed since your last
ad limina visit. I would also like to remember venerable Cardinal Paul Joseph Pham Ðinh Tung,
Archbishop of Hanoi for many years. With you, I thank God for the pastoral zeal he exercised
humbly in profound fatherly love for his people and great brotherhood for his priests. May the
example of holiness, humility, simplicity of life of the outstanding Pastors of your country be for you
incentives in your episcopal ministry at the service of the Vietnamese people, to whom I wish to
express my high esteem.

Dear Brothers in the Episcopate, the Year for Priests began a few days ago. It will bring into the
limelight the greatness and beauty of the ministry of priests. I would be grateful if you would kindly
thank the diocesan and religious priests of your beloved country for their lives consecrated to the
Lord and for their pastoral efforts with a view to the sanctification of the People of God. Be
concerned for them and full of understanding, and help them to complete their continuing
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formation. If he is to be an authentic guide conformed to the Heart of God and the teaching of the
Church, the priest must deepen his inner life and strive for holiness after the example of the
humble Curé d'Ars. The flourishing of priestly and religious vocations, especially in the
consecrated life of women, is a gift of the Lord for your Church. Let us give thanks to God for their
charisms, which you encourage by respecting and promoting them.

In your Pastoral Letter last year you paid special attention to the lay faithful, highlighting the role of
their vocation in the family context. It is to be hoped that every Catholic family, by teaching their
children to live in accordance with an upright conscience, in loyalty and truth, may become a home
of values and human virtues, a school of faith and love for God. Lay Catholics for their part must
show by their life, which is based on charity, honesty and love for the common good, that a good
Catholic is also a good citizen. For this reason you must ensure that they have a sound formation,
by promoting their life of faith and their cultural standard so that they may serve the Church and
society effectively.

I would like to entrust to you the young people in particular, especially rural youth who are
attracted by the city to continue their advanced studies in it and to find jobs. It would be desirable
to develop appropriate pastoral care for these young internal migrants, starting by strengthening,
here too, collaboration between the young people's original dioceses and the host dioceses and by
being unsparing in ethical advice and practical directives.

The Church in Vietnam is currently preparing to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the Vietnamese episcopal hierarchy. This celebration which will be especially
marked by the Jubilee Year 2010, will enable it to share the joy of faith enthusiastically with all the
Vietnamese, in renewing their missionary commitments. On this occasion the People of God must
be asked to give thanks for the gift of faith in Jesus Christ. This gift was generously received, lived
and witnessed to by numerous martyrs who wished to proclaim the truth and universality of faith in
God. In this regard, witness born to Christ is a supreme service that the Church can offer to
Vietnam and to all the peoples of Asia, because it responds to the profound research for the truth
and values that guarantee integral human development (cf. Ecclesia in Asia). In the face of the
many challenges that this witness currently encounters, closer collaboration is necessary between
the different dioceses and between the dioceses and religious congregations, as well as within
them.

The Pastoral Letter that your Bishops' Conference published in 1980 emphasized "the Church of
Christ in the midst of his People". In contributing her specific message, the proclamation of the
Good News of Christ, the Church is contributing to the human and spiritual development of people,
but also to the development of the country. Her participation in this process is a duty and an
important contribution, especially at the time when Vietnam is gradually opening to the
international community.
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You know, as well as I do, that healthy collaboration between the Church and the political
community is possible. In this regard, the Church invites all her members to be loyally committed
to building a just, supportive and fair society. Her intention is certainly not to replace government
leaders; she wishes only to be able to play a just role in the nation's life, at the service of the whole
people, in a spirit of dialogue and respectful collaboration. By active participation in her own
province and in accordance with her specific vocation, the Church can never be exempt from
practising charity as an organized activity of believers, and on the other hand, there will never be a
situation where the charity of each individual Christian is unnecessary, because in addition to
justice humans need, and will always need, love (Deus Caritas Est, n. 29). Furthermore, it seems
important to me to emphasize that religions do not represent a threat to the nation's unity since
they aim to help individuals to sanctify themselves and through their institutions desire to put
themselves generously and impartially at the service of their neighbour.

Your Eminence, dear Brothers in the Episcopate, on your return to your country, please convey
the Pope's warm greeting to the priests, men and women religious, seminarians, catechists and all
the faithful, especially to the poorest and to those who suffer physically and spiritually. I warmly
encourage them to stay faithful to the faith received from the Apostles, whose generous witnesses
they are, in conditions that are often difficult, and to show the humble firmness which the Apostolic
Exhortation Ecclesia in Asia, n. 9) recognizes as one of their characteristics. May the Lord's Spirit
be their guide and their strength! As I entrust you to the motherly protection of Our Lady of La
Vang and to the intercession of the holy Martyrs of Vietnam, I impart to you all an affectionate
Apostolic Blessing.
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