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Brothers and sisters, my dear friends,

I am happy to be among you and I thank you for the festive and cordial welcome which I have
received here in Oporto, the “City of the Virgin.” To her motherly protection I entrust you and your
families, your communities and institutions serving the common good, including the universities of
the city whose students have gathered to show me their gratitude and their attachment to the
teaching of the Successor of Peter. Thank you for your presence and for the witness of your faith. I
also thank again those who worked in various ways preparing and realizing my visit, especially the
preparations made in prayer. I would have happily prolonged my stay in your city, but it is not
possible. So let me take my leave of you, embracing each one of you affectionately in Christ our
Hope, as I give you my blessing in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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