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Dear Friends,

The presence here today of members of the Hindu community gives me great pleasure. In visiting
the people of Kenya, I am happy to become acquainted with all those who live in this land and
have a part in the life of this nation.

Your own roots are found in the venerable history of Asia, for which I have much respect and
esteem. In greeting you I willingly recall the fact that the Second Vatican Council, in its Declaration
“Nostra Aetate” manifested the fraternal attitude of the whole Catholic Church to non-Christian
religions. In this she showed her task of fostering unity and love among individuals and nations
and her commitment to advance fellowship among all human beings. Special reference in the
document was made to Hinduism and to the religious values embraced by its followers.

And today the Catholic Church is willingly associated with all her brethren in a dialogue on the
mystery of man and the mystery of God. The purpose of life, the nature of good, the path to
happiness, the meaning of death and the end of our human journey - all these truths form the
object of our common service of man in his many needs, and to the promotion of his full human
dignity.

And under the sign of this human dignity and brotherhood I greet you today with sincerity and
fraternal love.
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